OPENING SPEECH - 9" ATTORNEY GENERAL'’S

CONFERENCE 2007

The Attorney General, Minister for Justice Electoral Reform and
Anti-Corruption, Acting Chief Justice, members of the Judiciary,
your Excellencies, the Solicitor General, members of the
Attorney General’s Chambers, members of the legal fraternity,

invited guests, ladies and gentlemen.

Ni sa bula vinaka and good morning.

It gives me pleasure to address and open the 9"
Attorney-General’s Conference here at the Shangri-La
Fijian Hotel. | welcome you all and look forward to
meeting you and hearing from many of you in the

course of the next two days.



| am a stranger to the legal profession and | am sure that
the papers delivered during the Conference will be
interesting and educational for me. In particular,
because | am a sailor by profession, | welcome the
session on boats and the sea. In fact we Navy men
think there is nothing more important in life than boats
and the sea. | also look forward to the papers on
international law, on conservation law and on the
accountability of judges. | am particularly happy to see
that there are sessions on corruption and electoral

reform.

The legal profession is closely linked to corrupt
activities. This may not be very pleasant for lawyers to
hear, but it is true. No large scale fraud or corruption
can succeed without a group of obliging, amoral and
ambitious lawyers, ready to launder money in overseas

bank accounts, ready to evade taxes, ready to cook the



books, ready to set up companies with dubious motives
and ready to confuse the court system when their

clients are eventually charged and tried.

The investigations currently conducted into a number of
suspicious activities in Fiji, throw up the names of a

group of the same lawyers, over and over again.

In the judiciary too, there are allegations of judge-
shopping. Judge-shopping is not done by lay people. It
is done by lawyers, who either play the case allocation
system to get a judge of their choice, or bribe court staff
to get that result. Preliminary investigations show that a
number of very “respectable” law firms have been
engaged in such activity. And these same lawyers and
law firms are the most outspoken against the interim
government supposedly in the protection of the rule of

law.



| am not a lawyer. But in my opinion, lawyers who
behave corruptly, who counsel their clients to evade the
law, who find ways to obstruct police investigations,
and who bribe court staff to get certain results, do more
damage to the rule of law than any member of the

military has ever done.

We in our naivety believe in the law as something which
will honestly protect our rights, our state, our country.
But what we often see is the deliberate obstruction of
the law and the real issues, by the very people entrusted

by society to uphold the law and justice — the lawyers.

Like it or not, society no longer trusts lawyers. It is time
for the legal profession to clean up its act. People in
glass houses cannot throw stones. There is a long
backlog of lawyers waiting to be disciplined. Why?

Lawyers who have helped themselves to trust funds are






