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First, | think the establishment of the Fiji Independent Commission Against-
Corruption (FICAC) is a step in the right direction in our society. | support it
for it is making a difference to our perceptions of corruption: the latest
report indicates that at least a 1000 cases of some form of corruption
complaints have been lodged. All, of course, may not be valid; but the fact
that they have been brought to the attention of FICAC is a positive
development, long-overdue.

The second point is that even if some of these cases turn out to be
unjustified, | feel FICAC is preventing, or has already prevented, potential
corruption in our society being perpetrated. At least there’s an awareness of
such a body in Fiji where the cholesterol of corruption appeared to be
circulating in the body-politic with impunity. This, | believe, has been
politically and morally a most damaging aspect of a developing nation. Such
a perception, in so young a nation, in so small and divided a society, is a
serious indictment of the citizenry as well as of professionals who run the
public institutions, and private practices, and many who take full advantage
of the misfortunes of a community.

There was a feeling: There’s something rotten in the State of Denmark.
When corruption becomes acceptable, as a way of life, like racism as a fact
of life, it can destroy the vitals of any society. In Fiji it can prove fatal, if
allowed to grow unchecked. Corruption like cancer has only one ideology:

growth for growth’s sake. We needed to address and redress the situation
urgently.
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Therefore, rules, laws, practices, cultural conventions, codes need to be
clear and well-thought out. I’'m aware that some learned and thoughtful
people, especially lawyers, have challenged the legality of such a body, let
alone its ability to carry out its investigations and charge people in our courts
of law. It is, therefore, important that FICAC is above board; it is flawlessly
led; that its cases be handled with complete transparency and adversarial
review; that the principles of law are followed were no innocent reputation
is tarnished; no one’s character is sullied unjustifiably. = That emphasis be
on individual responsibility, professional ethics; institutional guarantees be as

scrupulously followed as humanly possible.

The signing of the UN convention on corruption will further strengthen the
faith of the Community in our own institution. This then will gain the
confidence and support in the court of public opinion. And any public
institution, particularly a new one, is only as good as the men and women
who lead it and the respect it gives and receives from the community and
their peers.

Because corruption, in a word, is about the morality of a society. When the
moral centre of a society is damaged, the fibres of social cohesion come
loose. Standards fall; men and women can go berserk in their greed for
power, wealth, prestige and privilege. This certainly happened in 1987. One
electoral defeat and we saw what happened to the best of us. Many fell in a

bottomless pit.

Not that there was no corruption before that: indeed we had a Royal
Commission in the 1982 elections. It was, in my opinion, the beginning of the
end of the Alliance Government that had governed independent Fiji for
seventeen years. With all its fragmented vision and limited colonial

experience, it had endeavored to do its best. But the Commission did reveal
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