CORRUPTION, SOCIETY AND THE LAW

Infroduction

. We are dll born into this world with an innate desire to
count for something, to prove ourselves to our peers and to
the world, to be somebody. And that, my friends, in my
view, is the very heart of a corrupt society. For a lof of
people power is everything; and to cement that power
even further they will offer favours for cask and kind, not
always to accumulate weadlth, but because they can
abuse their power and they like to show they can. It proves
to the world that they really are somebody, that they have
arrived. On the other side of the coin we have folk in
society who brag about how they “know somebody” and
can “get things done”, while never mentioning that the
facility might come at a price. When these scenarios occur
too often in a society, the average citizen begins to

accept it as the norm which is the danger because it leads



to corruption becoming entrenched in society.

Obviously corruption disadvantages the very poor in our
Society. Monies which are properly due o them are
diverted away from them; for example; of the vast sums of
money that were given for disaster relief consequent to the
Boxing Day tsunami in South Asia in December 2004, a
large part of those funds found its way into the pockets of
politicians and bureaucrats and not into the pockets of the
(mostly Poor) victims. The poor did not get the financial
relief, and again being poor, they had neither the
education nor the resources to do anything about it. And
also where Government agencies are unaccountable or
corrupt, it is the poor again who are disadvantaged: they
cannot gain the same access to public services that the
wealthy can they know sometimes that the services even
exist: all of which makes it apparent that a fair society
cannot begin to countenance corruption and bribery in its

midst.

In talking to people in Fiji from all walks of life, | hear many



things said about corruption here: for example
(i) You will never stamp out corruption in Fiji because it
is so engrained in our way of life, in our culture
(i) The most corrupt people here have the power and
the means to escape detection or prosecution.
(iii) It is impossible fo detect corruption here because it is
a tradition in Fiji that underlings will never report on
what their bosses are doing, either good or bad
And | hear far more specific references to particular
personalities too, which you have no doubt heard
yourselves, ten times over.
What then can we say about the validity of these
generadlizations? Surely it can’t be said that the good Fijian
people are so naive
And so uncaring about their society that they will sit back
and watch unflinchingly as their institutions and community
assets are eroded by corrupt officials. There must come a
time when Mr Jo Public readlises that there is a huge

difference between giving a gift of yagona roots to the






