F1J1 INDEPENDENT COMMISSION AGAINST
FI CAC CORRUPTION

Corruption, Society and the Law

Honoured Guests, ladies and gentlemen,

Introduction

It is a pleasure to participate in the 9th Attorney-General's
Conference. For the initiative to set up the Fiji Independent
Commission Against Corruption, my thanks especially goes to the
Attorney-General for his commitment to ensure the successful
promulgation of the FICAC and subsequent amendments to the
promulgation thus reinforcing the legal parameters of FICAC

operations.

FICAC translates His Excellency, the President of Fiji's mandate
into practice. An extract of the Mandate reads; "eradicate
systematic corruption by including the setting up of an anti-

corruption unit...."

In the launching of FICAC, the Honourable Prime Minister said in
his opening speech; quote "it will be a powerful, fully resourced,

independent investigative body, having new and significantly



enhanced legal powers of surveillance in order to successfully
investigate, arrest, detain and prosecute offenders of corruption”..

unquote.

My speech today will focus on FICAC operations, its legislations

and the challenges that have often been raised by a few.

Background

The founding of FICAC is a demonstration of Fiji's eagerness to

put corrupt officials and greedy business leaders behind bars.

Since the establishment of the Commission, it has received over
1,000 complaints of which 300 has been identified as corruption
and bribery related cases which falls under our promulgation and
will be investigated by FICAC. Corruption in the civil services has
long been recognised as a fact. The country's inability to collect
taxes, monitor the effective management of resources has resulted
in the ‘personalization’ of the Government and its services. The
emergence of using government services and resources for

personal uses and gain are the key complaints received by FICAC.

There is an expectation from society that people who have
attained certain levels in government can be approached to
acquire wealth. These officials who have reached certain level in
government are prone to engage in corruption to meet these

expectations and make it easy for high-ranking public officials to



engage in corrupt practices with impunity. Bad governance itself
is a root cause of corruption. Nevertheless, corruption does occur
at all levels of Government, even amongst those that are properly
compensated. Closely connected to this is also the view that the
“boss is always right and has the last say”. This has in turn
affected the effective delivery of public services to the people.

When this happens, people have a distrust to government.

Operations

In order for FICAC to carry out an investigation, it needs a
complaint, an investigation report or an audit report. That is the
baseline to assemble a Team to begin investigations. More often
than not, one thing leads to another and that is why investigations

into corruption cases are time consuming,

We do receive anonymous reports and these are also taken
seriously. However, over 80% of complaints received are not
anonymous and this is a clear indication of public confidence in
FICAC. In some instances, some complaints are unfounded or had
to be dropped for lack of evidence. You will appreciate that
corruption is a secretive crime with collusion between consenting

parties.






