The Acting Chief Justice, members of the Judiciary, the Minister
for Fisheries and Forest, the Solicitor General, Dr Nandan,
members of the Attorney General’s Chambers, senior members

of the bar, invited guests, ladies and gentlemen.

| believe that the tradition that the AG speaks last on the last day
of this conference needs to be reformed. The advantage of

course is that there is no question and answer session after this.

It has now been nearly a year since | was appointed to the
position of Attorney General, Minister of Justice, Electoral
Reform and Anti-Corruption and | would like to take this
opportunity to share with you some of my observations and
challenges encountered since 8 January. | also hope that some
of my observations will be food for thought and generate
questioning and critical thinking.

The first challenge was to keep as close to constitutionality as
possible. This has not been easy. It will not have escaped your
notice that those disgruntled by the change of Government have
sought every means at their disposal to push the Government
outside of the constitution. We keep trying not to do that.

| regret to say that this group of people appears to have been
provoked to do such works by the representatives of states that
claim to be our traditional and earnest friends.



Other countries whilst regretting our predicament have stood by
to help where they can.

Indeed those out to undermine the Government often behave in
ways that are thinly disguised as assistance but which are

actually moves to dominate and control us.

Neo-imperialism does exist. It is simply not a catch cry. And we
know that the raison d’etre of neo-imperialism is the economic
interests of the dominant state.

What we need is the true strengthening of our independent
institutions. For without them a true democracy will never evolve

in Fiji.

They say the greatest enemy of democracy is elitism because it
brings with it corruption and the entrenchment of powerful
economic interests. The elites control institutions even those
which profess to be independent such as the media.

Fiji welcomes assistance from neighboring states in its attempt
to secure the necessary checks and balances as we develop a
modern nation-state. This state needs to be responsive to the

demands of its citizens in a globalized world.



However we cannot and should not permit agendas whose end
product is the control and domination of our affairs under the

guise of good governance or the rule of law.

If they wish to engage in a meaningful process then the
representatives of these states won’t seek to divide our
communities, won’t seek to divide the personnel in the civil
service, won’t seek to divide members of the Fiji Law Society or

the Judiciary.

Let me tell you a story which demonstrates what | consider an
interference of independence and sovereignty. | of course can
give you many examples. But this is more home hitting if you
like.

A week or so ago | received an invitation from the Fiji Law
Society to attend a function to launch its continuing legal
education program and to acknowledge its sponsors. On the day
of the function the President of the Fiji Law Society telephoned
me to uninvite me. This he told me was because AusAID was not
happy that | was to attend. | said to the president that it appears

principles are worth less than money.

| did not attend.

There is however no denying that this act demonstrates the
gross act of discourtesy not to me but to the office of the






